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WHAT IS A TRANSFER SYSTEM?

ÅA Transfer System Consists of a Transfer Station 
and a Fleet of Large Capacity Vehicles Which 
Provide Long Haul for Refuse -- So That the 
Fleet of Small Capacity Collection Vehicles Is 
Enabled to Focus on the Job of Collection.  



Transfer 
Systems Enable 
Reducing 
Collection Haul 
Distance, 
Vehicle 
Emissions and 
Costs By 20 To 
50 Percent

Solid Waste Collection and Transfer Vehicle 

Costs in Trinidad and Tobago, 1999
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Determine Transfer Breakpoints:

ÅEach type and size 
of collection vehicle 
has a different 
transfer breakpoint

ÅTraffic speed affects 
the transfer 
breakpoint

ÅConsider transfer 
for hauls over 30 
minutes

COST ($US/Tonne) FOR COLLECTION AND 

TRANSFER SYSTEMS - GOVERNMENT SERVICE - 

Georgetown, Guyana- 1999
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Transfer Systems Enable 
Implementation Of Regional Safe 

Disposal Systems that Achieve 
Economies-of-Scale.

ÅLandfills should be at least 300 tonnes/day to have 
landfill bulldozers and wheeled loaders fully utilized

ÅRoads, fences, weighbridges, gatehouses, utilities are 
fixed costs that should be applied to large waste 
quantities


