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The World Bank
Loans, Grants, and Capacity Building to 

Alleviate Poverty and its Conditions

Å185 member countries

Å100 offices 

Å10,000 staff 

ÅTotal portfolio ~1800 active projects

Å$23.6 billion for 279 new projects (in 2006)

ÅSolid waste portfolio ~ 90 active projects

Å$126 million for 14 new projects (in 2006) 
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Highlights for this talk

ÅGlobal urban growth and wastes arisings.

ÅGrowing MSW, not keeping up.

ÅHazardous wastes, still unaddressed.

ÅLivestock wastes, not a pastoral view.

ÅGovernance versus private investment.

ÅGender action and youth employment.

ÅEconomic instruments and policies.
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Population Growth

ÅIt took human history over 3 million years 

to reach 1 BB people in the early 1800ôs.

ÅToday, we gain 1 BB people every 12-14 

years.  

ÅWorld population grows by more than 

200,000 each day.  

World Bank, Atlas of Global Development, 2007
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Solid Waste ïAn Urban Issue

ÅThis year, for the first time in history, the worldôs 
urban population equals the worldôs rural 
population.  

ÅOne third of urban population lives below the 
poverty of $2/day.  

ÅBy 2030, the worldôs urban population is expected 
to reach 5 Billion.  

ÅIndustry and industrialized (landless) livestock 
production is moving to the peri-urban areas, 
adding to the urban concentration of wastes and 
pollution.  


